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Notes on the Appendices 

The appendices include a bar chart for each school district and charter school in Pennsylvania with the 
percentage of student enrollment in each special education tier.  

 Sixty-six brick-and-mortar charter schools, 41% of the state’s total charters, enroll no students in Tiers 2 
or 3.  

o Twenty-four of Philadelphia County’s 83 charter schools (29%) enroll no students in Tiers 2 or 3. 
o Eight of Allegheny County’s 22 charter schools (36%) enroll no students in Tiers 2 or 3. 
o Six of Lehigh County’s eight charter schools (75%) enroll no students in Tiers 2 or 3. 
o Three of Dauphin County’s four charter schools (75%) enroll no students in Tiers 2 or 3. 
o All of Erie County’s four charter schools (100%) enroll no students in Tiers 2 or 3.   
o All charter schools in Adams, Bedford, Berks, Clinton, Huntingdon, Lancaster, Luzerne, Mercer, 

and Westmoreland Counties (100%) enroll no students in Tiers 2 or 3. 

 Cyber charters enroll far fewer Tier 2 and 3 students than district schools and fewer than brick and 
mortar charter schools. The four largest cyber charter schools, Agora Cyber CS, Commonwealth Charter 
Academy CS, Pennsylvania Cyber CS, and Pennsylvania Leadership CS, together have an enrollment of 
4.4% Tier 2 and 3 students while the other 12 cyber charters enroll fewer than 1%. Seven cyber charter 
schools enroll no Tier 2 or 3 students. 

Three sets of data were used. 

The first of these was a written report with Act 16 data on the number of students in Tiers 2, 3A, and 3B for 
each school district and each charter school, for the 2017-18 school year.1 However, this report did not provide 
a total number of students receiving special education, nor Tier 1 numbers. For school districts, that data came 
from a Pennsylvania Department of Education Act 16 dataset on the total number of students receiving special 
education and the numbers of students in each tier, for 2017-18.2 Comparable data showing total numbers for 
charter schools was received via a custom inquiry to the Pennsylvania Department of Education, and Tier 1 data 
for charter schools was imputed by subtracting the sum of the other tiers from the total number of students. 
This allows us to compare the percentages in each tier for sets of charter schools against the percentages in 
each tier for sets of district schools.  

There are 499 school districts, 161 non-cyber charter schools, and 15 cyber charter schools in the full dataset.3  

                                                           

1
 "A Report of Expenditures Relating to Exceptional Pennsylvania Students". (Revised July 2019). Pennsylvania Department of 
Education. Conducted and reported in compliance with Act 16 of 2000.  

2
 Tier 2 and 3 values for some records were masked because they were less than ten, but we already had that data from the 
“Report of Expenditures” (Ibid). The overlapping data allowed us to validate that the data matched.  

3
 Bryn Athyn School District was excluded from these analyses due to its unusual circumstances and outlying values.  
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