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Our Mission

Our mission is to ensure elected officials adopt and implement a 
pro-public education agenda. To that end, we advocate for sound 
education policy and build and mobilize the public will to ensure that 
support for quality public education and an opportunity to learn for all 
children is a top priority for key decision makers.



Our Work

➢ Ed Voters is Pennsylvania’s only statewide public education policy and 
advocacy organization.

➢ We educate individuals, organizations, and our statewide network 
about issues impacting public education.

➢ We train advocates through Zoom and in-person meetings and create 
opportunities for advocates to engage decision makers.

➢ We create fact sheets and write research briefs to support advocacy 
efforts.



Background

➢ Governor Josh Shapiro is facing pressure from private school voucher supporters to 
opt into Trump’s federal school voucher program, which included in the “One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act,” enacted on July 4, 2025. However, many questions remain about 
how the federal voucher program will work, who will benefit from it, and what 
mechanisms will be in place to prevent the waste, fraud, and abuse of tax dollars 
through these programs.

➢ An invitation-only preview from the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the U.S. 
Department of Education on June 9, 2026, focused on some of the policy decisions 
that will be included in draft regulations for the program, which are expected to be 
released no later than the end of September. Read the full comments HERE

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Preview-of-Forthcoming-Guidance.pdf


The Trump Federal Tax Credit Scholarship Program is a voucher 
program funded with tax dollars diverted from the federal Treasury. 

➢ This program provides a dollar-for-dollar federal tax credit up to $1,700 for taxpayer 
contributions to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs) that distribute vouchers. 
Governors must actively opt their states into the program annually to participate. 

➢ The Trump school voucher program will direct money out of the US Treasury and into 
private and religious schools and the private intermediary organizations that funnel 
money to them. The dollars that will fund vouchers will be unavailable to fund public 
education.  

➢ The program begins in January 2027,  when SGOs may begin collecting contributions 
from individuals participating in the program. Contributors to the program will receive 
a tax credit on the taxes they file in 2028.



Source: 
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/

federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool 

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool


Requirements for SGOs

➢ Must be a 501c3, nonprofit organization.

➢ Must be located in the state where the SGO operates, although Treasury may 
allow out-of-state/multi-state SGOs.

➢ SGOs must award 90% of the funds to 10 or more K-12 students. At least two of 
these students must attend different schools.  

➢ SGOs determine how much money to allocate to each student. They could award 
$100 or $50,000 to an individual student.



Pennsylvania would likely NOT have any influence on how the 
program will be administered if Gov. Shapiro opts in.

Preview guidance from the US Treasury 

Department made on June 9, 2026,  
indicates that states will not be allowed 
to impose any restrictions or limitations 
on the program within their states that 
are not specifically detailed in the 
legislation.  

“States may not impose substantive SGO specific 
requirements that are more restrictive than 
section [the federal statutory] requirements.”

- Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy 
Kevin Salinger

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gAdJFFC7WgGM8W3P5rXzXLCbZ2RVAZ6ASOzqKpYqbeY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gAdJFFC7WgGM8W3P5rXzXLCbZ2RVAZ6ASOzqKpYqbeY/edit?tab=t.0


States will likely not be able to restrict federal voucher funds to students with the greatest 
financial need or align income eligibility with current state tax credit voucher programs. 

The federal family income eligibility 

thresholds will be limited to households 

with incomes not greater than 300% of 

the area’s median gross income. 

An Ed Choice analysis finds that family 

income limits in Pennsylvania range 

from a low of $204,000 in Forest 

County to $368,100 in Philadelphia 

and the collar counties.

This income limit far outstrips the 

income limit used by Pennsylvania’s 

current Educational Improvement Tax 

Credit (EITC) and Opportunity 

Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs, 

which restrict scholarships to students 

whose household’s annual income is 

no greater than $116,055 plus $20,428 

for each dependent member of the 

household.

https://www.edchoice.org/2026-updated-eligibility-income-limits/




Full interactive map: EdChoice

This program is near-universal, 
meaning that voucher dollars 
would pay the private school 

tuition of all but the 
wealthiest families and will 

serve as a subsidy for the most 
privileged students in 

Pennsylvania.

https://edchoice.infogram.com/federal-tax-credits-for-scholarships-ftcs-income-levels-fy25-1h0r6rzkkxdql4e


We do not know how funds would be disbursed. 

We do not know if  money be directed to schools/organizations or given directly to families.

➢ This question is not answered in the legislation, and it was not addressed in a recent 

meeting where the Treasury previewed guidance.

➢ NOTE: In states where families have been given voucher funding directly, fraud and abuse of 

taxpayer money have been rampant.  In Florida, state voucher dollars are used to pay for 

tickets to Disney resorts, paddleboards, televisions, and more. In Arizona, school voucher 

dollars are used to pay for high-end resorts, plane tickets, lingerie, diamond rings, and an 

extensive list of things completely unrelated to educating students.

https://www.orlandoweekly.com/news/florida-parents-can-still-use-state-funded-vouchers-to-pay-for-disney-world-passes-37592007/
https://www.12news.com/article/news/investigations/i-team/education-impact/i-team-empowerment-scholarship-accounts-parents-bought-diamond-rings-luxury-clothing-kenmore-appliances-education-tax-dollars/75-dff40d1f-3a34-435c-9edc-af4150352445
https://www.12news.com/article/news/investigations/i-team/education-impact/i-team-empowerment-scholarship-accounts-parents-bought-diamond-rings-luxury-clothing-kenmore-appliances-education-tax-dollars/75-dff40d1f-3a34-435c-9edc-af4150352445


States will NOT be allowed to oversee the spending of Trump school 
voucher funding to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse.

➢ The federal law gives states little 

authority to prevent waste, fraud, 

and abuse of funding in these 

programs other than removing 

SGOs from the state list. 

➢ SGOs, which will be allowed to 

keep 10% of the funding they 

receive, will be charged with the 

auditing and fraud detection of 

their own operations. This will be a 

fox guarding the henhouse setup.

These are NOT educational expenses.



Public Schools Will NOT Receive Funding from the Voucher Program

School districts will not 
receive funding from this 
program.
Individual public school students may receive 
funding that will pay for allowable expenses, 
but school districts will receive no funding 
from this program.

➢ The Trump school voucher program will not 
function like the Educational Improvement 
Organization (EIO) program, which is part of 
Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) program, where organizations are 
allowed to fund programming and services that 
benefit students in school districts as a whole.

➢ Funding will be designated as a voucher for a 
specific student to cover specific costs. 

➢ To receive voucher funding through this program, 
each student's family income must be verified.



●
○  Tuition and fees,

○  Books, supplies, and equipment,

○  Academic tutoring,

○  Special needs services for a special needs beneficiary,

○  Room and board,

○  Uniforms,

○  Transportation,

○ Supplementary items and services 

(including extended day programs), and 

○ Computer equipment that is used by 

the beneficiary and the beneficiary’s 

family during any of the years the 

beneficiary is in elementary or 

secondary school.  

**In Pennsylvania’s public schools, most of these expenses are already included as part of 

public education. Families are not charged for these expenses and would not be eligible for a 

voucher if they have no out-of-pocket expenses.

The language for what can be paid for with voucher dollars is specific to 
Coverdell expenses, which include:

https://www.irs.gov/publications/p970#en_US_2025_publink1000178407


School district foundations will most likely need a new 501(c)(3) to 
accept federal voucher dollars.

➢ SGOs must spend at least 90% of their income on scholarships for eligible students.
➢ The U.S. Treasury generally plans to calculate the 90% requirement using an 

organization's total income.
➢ Organizations that are primarily scholarship-granting may qualify for a "safe harbor," 

allowing only federal voucher contributions held in a segregated account to count 
toward the 90% calculation.

“Existing organizations hoping to serve as SGOs that are not “largely” focused on awarding student 
scholarships would not be able to take advantage of that safe harbor; they would likely need to establish a 
new 501c(3) focused on scholarships that can more easily satisfy the 90% rule.”

- Ed Counsel summary of Treasury meeting (June 9, 2026) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gAdJFFC7WgGM8W3P5rXzXLCbZ2RVAZ6ASOzqKpYqbeY/edit?tab=t.0


We know very little about what financial information will 
families have to share.

➢ Families' income must be verified to qualify for federal voucher 

funding.

➢ It is still unknown what documents or financial information families 

will be required to provide.

➢ It is also unclear which vendors will handle this information or 

what privacy safeguards will be in place to protect it.



Federal voucher dollars will be used to fund 
private and religious schools that 

discriminate against students.

States will not be allowed to prohibit federal voucher 

dollars from funding private and religious schools 

that discriminate against their students or employees 

because of their disability, religion, academics, 

LGBTQ+ status, pregnancy or abortion, or a school’s 

subjective determination of whether a student is the 

“right fit” for the school or not.

Only public schools educate all students who come 

through their doors. Private schools choose the 

students they educate.
Read our full report on discriminatory 
policies in PA’s private schools HERE

https://edvoterspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/EDVO_DISCRIMINATION_2-Pager_Dec_2023.pdf
https://edvoterspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/EDVO_DISCRIMINATION_2-Pager_Dec_2023.pdf


Will federal voucher dollars be used to fund private and religious 
schools that discriminate against students?



Will federal voucher dollars be used to fund private and religious 
schools that discriminate against students?



The costs could be substantial for Pennsylvania taxpayers to set up 
and administer the Trump school voucher program.

While we don’t know the exact costs we can 

compare the costs of other states who have 

already opted into this program.

For example, the Florida legislature has allocated 

$2 million to the Florida Department of 

Education to develop an administrative platform 

for the Trump school voucher program. This does 

not include funding for recurring costs that will 

be required to administer the program each year.

https://www.tampafp.com/florida-legislature-finalizes-education-budget-adjusting-voucher-and-teacher-pay-funding/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-legislature-finalizes-education-budget-adjusting-voucher-and-teacher-pay-funding/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-legislature-finalizes-education-budget-adjusting-voucher-and-teacher-pay-funding/


Who is best positioned to take advantage of Trump’s voucher 
program?

To have a federal tax liability of $1700 that can be redirected into the Trump school voucher 
program, individuals will need to have an adjusted gross income of approximately $85,000. 
Individuals with tax liabilities that are less than $1700 can participate in the program and make 
contributions equal to their tax liability. 

Communities where there are many wealthy individuals who have large federal tax liabilities will 
be target rich environments for SGOs seeking contributors to the Trump school voucher program. 

Low-income communities will have far fewer individuals with tax liabilities to redirect to the 
voucher program. In addition, individuals who are living paycheck-to-paycheck will not have the 
luxury of making a contribution to an SGO in one fiscal year and waiting until the next fiscal year 
to receive a credit on their tax bill for the contribution. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YTP9avQpzmXRpQ96zxQ0w60g81A3cdK8/view


Potential participation in Trump’s voucher program.

Organizations best positioned to take advantage of the Trump school voucher program:
● Elite private schools that serve affluent families and already have their own scholarship 

organizations for Pennsylvania’s EITC/OSTC programs where these families already make 
contributions. 

● Existing special purpose entities that have lists of wealthy individuals that participate in 
Pennsylvania EITC/OSTC programs.

● Schools that are connected to churches and churches that start new schools.

Organizations least well positioned to take advantage of the Trump school voucher program:

Those seeking to support students in low-income communities where many potential donors and 
families of children who would benefit from the program have a federal tax liability that is less than 
$1700. 



The Governor’s Decision

The decision Governor Shapiro makes regarding the Trump 
school voucher program will have enormous, long-lasting 
ramifications for educational resource allocation and equity 
in the commonwealth.

Given recent comments from the the U.S. Treasury, it is 
reasonable to expect that the proposed regulations for the 
Trump school voucher program that will be released in 
September 2026 will continue to lack clarity on many of the 
issues described above. Governor Shapiro will have 
inadequate information to formulate a thorough 
understanding of the impact that the Trump school 
voucher program would have on students and on 
Pennsylvania’s education system as a whole.  



NOTE

Pennsylvania already has two tax credit voucher programs 
that divert public dollars to private schools. Since 2001, 
the Pennsylvania Education Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) 
programs have provided more than $3.5 billion in 
vouchers to Pennsylvania students attending private and 
religious schools.  

The programs currently receive $575 million in annual tax 
credits to fund private school vouchers. In the 2024-2025 
school year, these programs were undersubscribed by 
more than $115 million, 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:c4c4630a-100e-4d5e-9d1f-ae5466eedcd2
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:c4c4630a-100e-4d5e-9d1f-ae5466eedcd2
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:c4c4630a-100e-4d5e-9d1f-ae5466eedcd2


Note: Swanky Schools Receive Big Benefits from EITC/OSTC

Scholarship organizations at just 25 of the most exclusive – and most expensive (average high 
school tuition of $46,131) – Pennsylvania private schools received more than $21 million in EITC 
and OSTC funding in 2024-2025.   

Many of these schools receive substantial additional EITC/OSTC funding from Special Purpose 
Entities (SPEs), whose sole purpose is to obtain Pennsylvania Education Improvement Tax Credits 
(EITC/OSTC).  In 2023-2024 funding for these schools from SPEs totaled more than $13 million.

Source: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sx4ZM45uh_dfjNGD2NJ
rD9E8Wz5_0Az0jGtWCp0_scE/edit?gid=0#gid=0 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sx4ZM45uh_dfjNGD2NJrD9E8Wz5_0Az0jGtWCp0_scE/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sx4ZM45uh_dfjNGD2NJrD9E8Wz5_0Az0jGtWCp0_scE/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Note: Swanky Schools Receive Big Benefits from EITC/OSTC

The Episcopal Academy
1301 students
Tuition for the highest grade: $46,300
2024-2025 EITC & OSTC funding: $6,031,783

The Haverford School
944 students
Tuition for the highest grade: $49,850
2024-2025 EITC & OSTC funding: $4,205,444   

Episcopal Academy School Lunch

What better way to take the chill off 
of this day! Swing by Crossroads to 
create your own Pho Bowl. 
#chillydaysarehere❄ #phoreal🍜 
#ealunch 

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/chillydaysarehere%E2%9D%84%EF%B8%8F/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/phoreal%F0%9F%8D%9C/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/ealunch/


Note: Troubling Issues at Voucher Schools

https://www.propublica.org/article/arkansas-private-scho
ols-vouchers-delta-institute-developing-brain-autism-harm 

“ProPublica analyzed data from 13 states of varying sizes that do publish private 
school directories and offer public funding to these types of schools, and found that 
at least 1,500 more are listed today than were five years ago — bringing the total to 
more than 9,600. 

The numbers provide a rare look into the growth catalyzed by friendly legislatures 
and government money, while public school districts are losing students and closing 
schools.”

https://www.propublica.org/article/arkansas-private-schools-vouchers-delta-institute-developing-brain-autism-harm
https://www.propublica.org/article/arkansas-private-schools-vouchers-delta-institute-developing-brain-autism-harm


Note: Troubling Issues at Voucher Schools

https://www.propublica.org/article/arkansas-private-scho
ols-vouchers-delta-institute-developing-brain-autism-harm 

“At her private school just beyond the city limits of Jonesboro, Arkansas, Mary 
“Tracy” Morrison demanded the attention of the 19 students seated on the floor in 
a circle. She then directed a skinny 13-year-old boy wearing a cartoon Mario shirt to 
sit in the center.

“Raise your hand if he’s ever been mean to you — ever,” Morrison, the owner, 
prompted the other middle schoolers, and some hands shot up.

“Come over here and put your hands on him, however you want,” Morrison told 
the students. 

A boy volunteered. “I’ll do it,” he said, and the other students cheered and clapped.

That student entered the circle, looped his arm around the boy’s neck and choked 
him. Morrison gave him a high-five. The boy in the center cowered. Then other 
students took turns slapping, pinching and punching the boy. Morrison picked up a 
footlong plastic cylinder — it resembled a pipe — and thwacked him over and over, 
calling him a liar.”

The attack went on for nearly 40 minutes. At the end, Morrison made the boy 
apologize to his classmates for mistreating them.

https://www.propublica.org/article/arkansas-private-schools-vouchers-delta-institute-developing-brain-autism-harm
https://www.propublica.org/article/arkansas-private-schools-vouchers-delta-institute-developing-brain-autism-harm


Note: Troubling Issues at Voucher Schools

https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouch
ers-growth-florida-arizona-west-virginia 

“A decade ago, the state of Florida stripped a teacher of her license for sexual 
abuse of a 16-year-old boy. Last year, she opened a private school there with ease. 

Her name and photo were on her new school’s website and details of her case were 
easy to find with an online search.

The state also knew that a transplanted Midwesterner had been fired from her 
Cincinnati charter school, following felony charges related to misuse of public 
funds, and had been banned from teaching or running schools in Ohio. Yet Florida 
did not stop her from starting a private school and collecting public money.

As private schools proliferate in Florida and across the country, fueled by taxpayer 
dollars, states are choosing not to closely regulate who is operating them or to 
oversee student safety and achievement, a ProPublica investigation found.”

https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouchers-growth-florida-arizona-west-virginia
https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouchers-growth-florida-arizona-west-virginia


Dayspring Christian Academy, Lancaster County PA

Full Story Full Story

https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/dayspring-christian-academy-grads-lawsuit-against-the-school-moves-forward-in-federal-court/article_7db78625-f31f-4865-afac-ba1a4fff692c.html
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/education/dayspring-christian-academy-in-lancaster-sued-by-defendant-who-was-allegedly-assaulted/521-8e84fb7e-d734-46a6-95d6-1cc38c1e9951


Dayspring Christian Academy has received 
more than $4 million through the 
EITC/OSTC programs since 2015-2016.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Lancaster Country Day School,  Lancaster County PA

Full Story Full Story

https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lancaster-county/lancaster-country-day-school-sued-federal-court-victim-parents-artificial-intelligence-deepfake-nude-scandal/521-fa184f63-6d58-4964-81f3-cf2123469ca5
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-country-day-sued-by-victims-parents-in-federal-court-over-ai-generated-nude-images/article_db4f06e9-d4af-409f-bae6-b9611f3a96fd.html


Lancaster Country Day School has 
received more than $6  million in 
diverted tax money through the 
EITC/OSTC programs since 2015-2016.

616,250

324,563

$

$

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ofwGfwSUL5VMTcBCOx6uEuUzXOF-_sW2Jyvisz5nkAA/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Conclusion

When Governor Tina Kotek opted Oregon out of the program, 
she stated, “At this point, I simply cannot trust that any education 
policy coming from Trump’s White House is in the best interest of 
Oregon’s kids and our public education system.”  

The same can be said for Pennsylvania kids and our public 
education system. 

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/another-democratic-leaning-state-will-pass-on-the-federal-school-choice-program/2026/06


Thank you!

Questions?

SSpicka@educationvoterspa.org 


